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1 Organic acids 

 

1.1 Citric acid 

 

 Production 

 

China is the most important production base of citric acid around the world, taking up more 

than half of the world's total output of citric acid. Around 70% of China's citric acid is exported 

to other countries in 2011. Output of citric acid has jumped to 997,700 tonnes in 2011, from 

800,000 tonnes in 2008, with a CAGR of 7.64% in 2008-2011. 

  

In the past few years, the downstream demand has increased in China driven by improvement 

of international economy, continuously growing economy in China and improvement of 

people's living condition. In addition, some competitive manufacturers have been continually 

expanding their capacity and output. 

  

Some of the citric acid manufacturers have been washed out because they failed to meet the 

standards of national environmental protection and pollutant discharge. 

  

Figure 1.1-1 Capacity and output of citric acid in China, 2008-2011 

 

Source: CCM 
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 Key players 
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Table 1.1-2 Capacity and output of major citric acid manufacturers in China, 2008-June 2012 

No. Abbreviation 
Status 

June2012 

Capacity, t/a Output, tonne 

June2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2011 2010 2009 2008 

1 ShandongTTCA Active 300,000 300,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 190,000 170,000 150,000 136,000 

2 WeifangEnsign Active 300,000 300,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 165,000 160,000 140,000 130,000 

3 RZBCGROUP Active 220,000 220,000 220,000 200,000 200,000 160,000 150,000 136,000 120,000 

4 AnhuiCOFCO Active 220,000 220,000 220,000 220,000 220,000 150,000 150,000 132,000 120,000 

5 Yixing-unionBiochemical Active 70,000 70,000 70,000 70,000 70,000 50,000 48,000 47,000 40,000 

6 HubeiXinghua Active 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 60,000 45,000 42,000 40,000 35,000 

7 ShandongHongde Active 60,000 60,000 50,000 50,000 50,000 40,000 38,000 32,700 30,000 

8 HunanDongting Active 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 23,000 22,000 25,000 20,000 

9 JiangsuBest Active 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 21,000 20,000 20,000 18,000 

10 ShandongHongshide Active 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 20,000 18,000 16,500 16,000 

11 GansuXuejing Active 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000 13,000 13,000 11,000 10,000 

12 ShiheziChangyun Active 20,000 20,000 20,000 15,000 15,000 10,000 10,000 8,200 8,000 

13 YunnanRan'er Active 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 16,000 9,500 9,000 8,200 8,000 

14 QingdaoFuso Active 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 1,200 1,200 11,000 1,000 

15 AnhuiWorldbest Stop - - 30,000 30,000 30,000 - 20,000 16,000 15,000 

16 JiangsuDSM Stop - - - - - - - - - 

17 ShanxiFenhe Stop - - 40,000 40,000 40,000 - 20,000 18,200 18,000 

18 ShanxiYellowRiver Stop - - - - 30,000 - - - 15,000 

Others / 160,000 160,000 140,000 120,000 120,000 100,000 100,000 60,000 60,000 

Total / 1,538,000 1,538,000 1,378,000 1,333,000 1,363,000 997,700 991,200 871,800 800,000 

Source: CCM 
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 Consumption 

 

In China, main application fields of citric acid are food industry, chemical industry, 

pharmaceutical industry and cosmetic industry. Thereinto, the largest field is food industry 

(especially beverage industry), with consumption volume of 142,724 tonnes in 2011 and a 

CAGR of 14.51% in 2008-2011. The second largest application field is chemical industry 

(especially detergent industry), with consumption volume of 106,284 tonnes in 2011 and a 

CAGR of 15.09% in 2008-2011.  

  

With the increasing consumption volume of beverage industry and detergent industry, the citric 

acid industry will see a bright future. 

  



Figure 1.1-3 Apparent consumption of citric acid in China, 2008-2011 

 

Source: CCM 

 

 Forecast 

 

The domestic apparent consumption for citric acid is expected to reach over 564,351 tonnes in 

2016, with a CAGR of 17.69% in 2012-2016, attributed to the rising downstream demand in 

China. 

  

The rising domestic apparent consumption will make the citric acid output hit about 1,412,157 

tonnes in 2016, with a CAGR of 9.43% in 2012-2016. 

 

Table 1.1-3 Forecast on output and apparent consumption of citric acid in China, 2012-2016, 

tonne 

Year  Output Domestic apparent consumption 

2012  1,077,516                              346,182 

2013  1,163,717                              394,647 

2014  1,256,815                              449,898 

2015  1,332,224                              503,885 

2016  1,412,157                              564,351 

Source: CCM 
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